“been forced by the South Vietnamese
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F INH is a poor farmer. Ile grows rice
= on-an acre of land mear the South

China Sca. He lives with his wife and ‘
"threé children in a cram

of strow and mud,
Linh — like inillioas of other —has

" Government to spy on his own family
" for the Phoenix programme, a COntro-
_versial allied drive using torture and

‘Linh said through - a

assassination to destroy ,the Commu-

nist political leadership in South

Vietnam. o

" u] dor’t want to get into trouble.”
translator.
Phat’s why I tell the governmenty

" what they want. Idon’t tell them

everything, of course.
1 have to.”” ‘
The Phoenik programme has t

Just as much as

ried:

1o get a gla trvong (Family head) like'

Linh to spy in every hut, house and

“shanty in South Victnam. They're

on susp
- munist
NLEF). ‘
The gia truongs don’t get any -

the lowest rungs on 2 massive intel-
ligence apparatus providing reports.
ccted leaders of the Com-
National Liberation Front

money Jfor their information—[just

prosecution as suspected Communists -

if they fail to report accurately on
the actions of their families.
“Allicd sources said the Phoenix

programme also employs a large nct-

work of paidinformers—nétional police

vundercoxer man, civiliansecret goents,
g;}m;i;éﬂ&%gvﬁgz tsofnRgleaa

ped hut made
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i The repoits from informers move
up through chanrels’ to -hundreds of
District Intelligence Operations Com-
mands {(DIOCs), the hubs of the Phoe-
nix programme. Each DIOC is man-
ned by South Vietnamese soldiers, po-
lice and psychological warfare specia-
lists as well 2s an ‘unofficial member
from the U.S. army, Americansources
said. v

U.S. intelligence officers said the
‘DIOCs use the reports to prepare
““target folders” on  suspected poli-
tical leaders of the Vietcong, the
Saigon government’s name  for the
- NLF. ) : B

The officials said green sheets of
paper in the folders arc used to list
_such items as physical . descriptions,
“friends and visiting habits of suspects.
- Pink sheets arc used for copies of all
agent reports on suspects.
" South Vietnamese Phoenix. offi-
. cials said informants are graded on a
! scale ranging ffom A (completely
reliabley to I (reliability cannot be
judged). They said information pro-
vided by agents is grade from 1 {con-
firmed) to 6 {truth cannot be judged).
h DIOC members—after deciding 2
. suspect is likely to be 2 Communist
leader—mect to decide how he should
be “ncutralised.” The suspect can be
assassinated, arrested or  talked into '
switching sides. ‘ _

" A former U.S. Phoenix coordina- |
tor {adviser) said most DIOCs require
at least 2° C3 rating — =zent fairly
reliable, information possibly truc—
before “targeting’ 2 suspect for ass-

“national police, are usually used for
“bers  of Province

*eording to allied intelligence source

" tion leakage -- that they

" go into hiding before
. can get to them.

*maximum
_several “thousand  dollars for

Uit’s all over not many people

‘.- The fie

A ]
arrests, CIA-financed PRU’s, mem
Reconnzissance
Units, arc¢ used 1o kill suspects,

- " Butin Vietnam, no operation

water-tight.  Allied intelligence
ficérs said most Communist. politics

leaders find out — through
3

1nfor

geted for assassination or
the gov

" They s2id the Phosnis progr
then issves wanted posters ehowing
mug shols and offering small rewurds
for infermation about the
abours of suspects.

The programmine recently
trial project in s Few provincey ofi
ing bouutics

~where-

cuphemistically
incentive

high Communist leaders—deos
After a suspeer is .
next $tep is a trip to & Proving
terrogation Centre {PIC) alsoar
by the CIA, according to ili
A former U.S. Phoe
sald tocture i3 used

°

3t s

. Cover a suspeet’s face with o wet
washcloth,  Pour soapy. water over
the cloth- each time he refuses to

answer a question, The water isn't
supposcd to hurt him, but it gives the
suspect the hmpression he's drowning.
: €} ‘Ticasuspect toa chair and
attach.wires to a 12-volt car battery.
Shock the suspect every time he
Tefuses to answer a question. If he’s
really a tdugh customer, apply the
wires to the genitals, '

‘When the questioning is dver, the
suspect’is brought before a province
sccurity committee headed . by the
local province chief. IR .

“Fhe committee has the power to
sentence a suspect in seerct - trials to
# maxiaum of two. years in prison,
The sentence, however, s rencwibile
indcfinitely as long as Victnam is at
war, o

U.S. sources said the suspect can-

not question his accusers or even find
out who they are. “It’s pretty - much
up to the provinee chiél,” one Ameri-
can official said. “If Iie's a ‘good man
there’ll be a2 Fajr <rial, - If he’s not,

- there won™t.” 7

“f think it’s safe to say thst when
ct o,

said.
makes

W\ j;(“,”-«

o

b4

L
deiser

one currcat Phoeaix
“Just abeut  everybady

the whole roote winds up

~
Q
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se 200403/04 : CIA-RDP80-016¢fR001100030001-9

H
I
!
i
!
H
§
i
i
t
;
!




L

y

/

Jproved “up and dowe our chajntilitensive dredging, it v
. ef tomne nd,” the former Army pa

‘still n existence, but is noiv|

RDP80-0
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and ‘warning of i

I = fo duty™ ap
‘po;emial.’ The messaze, how-ja

LVer, ?nZ\ﬂﬁ aftor his death.
At 1-f sco sald M. Cr*unn

1 was a “p: mupﬂ ageni,” whose
Vd G function was to nira, wm pay-
oA AL ALY = & land coordinate sub-aginis on

intetlicence missions. Heo re-
fused Lo cive the ultimate aim

Ly JOEN DAUNTON . Jof the missions and referred
Ch e . X1
1}01’)»“ ¥, Marasco, one of the: C‘t“plO\Ld encnhere, accordin: Tﬁ;f‘#iﬁ? I:(IO: ?»'Ioodrmtghg;)-
R 2 Y4 Id i . M . H
clg 2t Green ?:‘lffs M ho. "2I¢ to the Pentagon. jlicize his new novel. The “fact
charged but never Wried i thel gix  of the eight Beretslsheet” is based on a trenscript
;

shaying two years ago of a (charbf;a against to wece heidiof the “pre-trial” hearings of i

-

droppad th o oo ‘«rpL 29,
in a decision reviewed by the
e JINixon Adminisiration, on tlaé
He was my agent and it wa ;

¢ }}I"“L”t end it Vies, osond that it could noi ealist
my responsihility to ehmn.atu'mp cooperation of the C.LA,,

‘him with extreme prejudice,”ywhich had refused to provide

‘orders” Trom the Ceniral Intelii-
sence Agency.

&

1S

{South Vietnamese suspected 100 abeyance) were to bq\a' the caéc._ M»- Marasco claimed there
have been a double agent, $a¥s gtopd trinl on charees of piur ) Thr “fact-sheet” stated thatln sen “hundreds” — “and
that he stot and kitled the man! gy and consnirac 'oin Octohar, ! . Ck tyen P «d be: n involved: Im being conssrvative” — ol
on “obligue yeol veey, vary clear acr al Caer d . Fr R isummary execulionz in Sonth

LTabligie yel veoy, very Clearioan - Byt the Ay 'mem. Most, he said, voweig

Mr. Marasco said in an § Hines
Mr. Muarasco said in an mtr'r~; wnu._\scus. ,

view Triday. “Elimiaste with;  The Vietnamese agent ywes
extréme prejudice” is the Spe I Thai Khac Chuyen, viiose body

- Jiwas droppad inte the South

cial Forces .euphcmism fOl

i €3 “China Sea off Nha trang, the
illing. o Special Forces headquarters 120
The “eliminatinn” was an-tmiles north of Saigon. Dosplte

&

Ce
woap-

rently never recoverad.

U Mr. Marasco cououa:u:lt 10
gaptain added. Althouzh he cor- Foliowing details, all of which
b o ~ ’

Iraborated details of the slaying ' have previausly bn-.1 repoeted

S

he refused {o divelzy the nan: in the plc‘.s with vnnamed
of other persons involved, bOl‘rC“‘* cited
Nir. Mavasce, now 20-years  ©dMr. Che _',Ch 5 1ol 3 @

old and = life ins U.arc;e; sales- double agent was discovered
.o when a vaid on a Vieicong camp

nL. in Bloc: 1; d P B N
o nfielc » ‘tucned vp a photogragh of him;

\'.1 2 "3— 73 ¥ i g3 ’ - ’ . ‘- -~

" t he was ddmit PHERER GG with 2 hi 311 =r11\1'1" North Vi lC’L- _‘Th!‘{:-:c/Yer!_ Times
p leity out of a sense of Y ramose official. He was told he! Rohert T, Siarasco
over the coaviciion swould, be sent ¢n an zmno*taut P g

Lieut, Wiltiom L. qu-.y Ir. on'mission and instead was held in’ Jin &
charges of premedifated raur-isolitary confinement, where h‘lknrn‘ 23 o-;u, whiosa goal was
der in the deaths of 22 civilians SoMromised himself through,, © o800 y targets in Cam
fat Mviai o liz detector tests and sodium''© PIe< D ‘gets i A
2 1‘1y . o pentathol (truth serum). “bodia for a puJec'cd incursion
p His statemeaats coincide wich;, €He was firsl drugzed with by Ualted stes and South
the publication of a noveliMorphine and then killed by AMr. \,1 thamess fov 5 and to train
calied “Court Martial," “m“n,]{ﬂhrasm in a motorboaat thﬁ 0G0 Cambodian troops_’ to
jointly by Rohin Mosté, the M_lt)\‘;o :vlf),t\’ to ti;ﬂ head from a. ";l:zrd the Country fram Coun-
thor of “The Greow Forets qC[ liber pisto equippad wit h iz should }[‘QC\. Nozoeom
: ot ‘ W'la silencer (which jai ! ;
and I»r-r\xv.\nt’.mhf_t, the '1(,Lli1-~t\, en ='1o*s) His body was' <
nsy who raprese # tossed overboard in 2 mail sack nm Cu'ly
the Green- Berct . weighted with chains and tire whose real
the alleged kil -Tims by the three officers in the;2n organ -0? 1 d by Gen.
'bou. This was on June 20, ‘D\.ont> \!nn hm\n The success
a.1989. this grdup, which was striv-
g of the events! €A cover story was: fahei. | n.., for a cod tion governmant,
thet led 45 the arvest of the.C2ted in which “a Japanesa. would have led to Co.umu.n’st
Berets, including Col. Rebart B, 4TWerican fitting Mr, Cauyen’s conirol” ,z"";d gnassive exter.
Rheault, then commiander of rdescription was sout ox an air- Mination,” Mr. Maraseu assert-
e Fei Coman ;supwomd ‘szeret missipn” nrear :ed- ’
of the Army’s 3,600 Spscial the Cambodizn border.
Forces personnel in Vietnam.[ €Th2 question of what to do
'Ihe élite corps, which epccial with Mr. Chuyen led to maet-
izes in counterinsurgency, is?ings between Green Beret ofii-
fcors and C[A officials. "The
ICLA. In Sajgon finally sent a [fhe allezed incident”
. message reading “refucn szenty But Mro Marasco raiztaing
L . tl\u. & venusly- '..'w“;;' €720 UA
: R _ -ftion order was pass +;d Ga o his

pocial Forces uait

The novel 's smc‘. to be
ctlose rendering

e

When - the cx‘mw azainst
the Berets were uopp:d the
uotfuy of the Army, Stanley
R. r\e‘or said that the C.LA.
was “not dirg a.tl) mxen”d in

o
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. in & car collision in

Heal list for 10 days.
Bacause he is no longsr in thel

SUPSYIOr QUIICCis It O

aigon
“C.LA, operative vwhose cover

was a liev t.nant-celon:-l, Unitad
iStats Army.” He quoted tic
nyording as: “We cannot offi-
cially sanction it, but elimina-
tione -is your best. course of
action.”

“The” C.I.A. doas not giva
written orders,” Mr. Marnsco
satd. “When scmeone in the
C.IA, says to you . . . ‘your
jbest course of action is elimi-
Ination’ that mecans, ‘we ap-
torove it

fearried pout by the Frovincial
‘I(eco_vmaxssance Unit, whichhe
idescribed as an assassination
’qu{ of  Vietnamese natives
“trained, financed and equn-

sped by the C. I A" But others
viere catiled out by Amarican

! fadvisers,” he said.

Mr. Marasco resigned flvom,
the Army om Oct. 14, 1989, and,
shortly thereafter was injured
New Jereo \6

that kept him on o hospital crit-

Anm.' he is not subject to

couct-martial. Freviously, he has
m'*da guarded statoments on tha
kii%ing, but has naver before ad-
mitted it. He said he is receiv-|
ing no money {rom the novel
“Court Martial”

Did he regret his actions?

“No,” he said. “I feit that it was
‘my duty. Anything T ¢id in mil-
itary duty in ‘.’1*Lr1.am was vith
the bz;;geat patriotic motives. I
never wake up in the middle of

the night screamig.
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the use of .50 caliber machine guns
because their range and velocity made
them too destructive.

" Airpower in Bac Lieu was confined

-mainly to logistical support: the heli-

coptering of troops and ammunition
to various outposts and the airlifting

~of critical supplies to those hamlets

inaccessible by road or canal. The

.only aircraft permanently stationed-at

Bac Lieu’s small dirt airstrip were five
or six light, single-engine planes used
for aerial observation. Airstrikes could

‘be had, but only on request. Within

' Bac Licu is a small out-of-the-way
province at the southern end of the

- Mckong Delta. It rarcly makes the'

6:30 news. When I was there in

- 1968-69 with the American advisory

-team serving as the Assistant Province

sAdvisor for Psychological Operations,

there were no North Vietnamese
troops” in the province. What Viet
Cong strength there was consisted
largely of part-time village and hamlet
guerrillas armed mostly with single-
shot vintage German Mausers. They
concentrated primarily on blowing up
bridges with uncanny accuracy and
mining the few passable roads. They
were experts at placing booby traps,
and the ARVN soldiers obliged them
by returning again and again to the
same place, tripping the same wires
with deadly consistency,

“Americans  believed there were
‘about 3,000 full-time, hard-core Viet
Cong in Bac Licu, or one per cent of

 the total population. Arrayed against
- this scanty enemy presence were over

20,000 well-armed men: elements of
the 2Ist ARVN Division, Regional
Force companies, Popular-Force com-

. Panics, and the ubiquitous. Pcople’s

’ Jeffrey"Récor(l is a graduate student at the

Johns Hopkins School

of Advanced -
International S tudics. )

Self Defense Force, a kind of local
home guard. This vast military struc-
ture was supplemented by numerous
Revolutionary Development Teams,
the Provincial Police, the paramilitary
Police Field Force, and the Provincial
Reconnaissance  Unit—an extortion

“and assassination team run directly by

the CIA ‘and composed - mostly of
criminals, deserters, and former Viet
Cong. )
On top of this overwhelming
numerical superiority, the Vietnamese
government possessed, as it does in
cvery province in South Vietnan,
complete control of the air through it§
American ally, : '

I. arrived in Bac Lieu in August,
1968, and my first impressions were
favorable. Both the Province Senior

. Advisor (the head of the American

advisory team) and the Proviuce Chief
(the Vietnamese “governor” of the
province} scemed acutely aware of the
military and political dangers inherent
in the indiscriminate use of firepower,
particularly in such a heavily popu-
lated province like Bac Lieu. The Pro-
vinee Chief had refused to permit

'B-52 strikes, and the Province Senior

Advisor lad repeatedly denied U.s?
Navy requests to shell the proyince
from offshore. He had also forbidden

.
-

30 minutes of first contact with the
enemy, Anierican helicopter gunships
and jet fighter-bombers. would fly in

~from the large airbase at IV Corps mil-

ftary headquarters in Can Tho, several
provinces away. They would bLomb
and strafe whatever targats were given
them by the Bac Lieu Tactical Opera-
tions Center. Outside of actual sup-
port for ground combat operations
the -only airstrikes ever called in were
occasional sorties over the province’s
three small, and virtually unpopula-
1

Aed, free-fire zones. -

This atmosphere of modest re-
straint soon changed, however. There
had always, of course, been consider-
able resistance within the advisory
team to any restrictions on the use of
airpower.. Although civilians and mili--
tary. men could be found on either
side of the airpower debate, most of
the opposition to restrictions caine
from the older officers, many close to
setirement, for whom Vietnam pro-
vided their first and last chance to sec
real combat. Some found the idea of
gestraint  incompatible with war.
Others appeared troubled by the sug-
gestion that military effectiveness was
mot” commensurate with simply the.
amount of firepower at one’s disposal. -
All the opponents of restraint secemed
eblivious even to fricndly. argumeént.
The moral argument, that unrestricted
wse of airpower would result in the
wnnecessary killing of many innocent -
civilians, ran into the simple reply that
“war is hell.” The political argument,

. ) y il h aindiseriminate destructi
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